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TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby notifies 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents listed herein and on the attached 
PTO-1449 form and which the Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims of 
the above-identified application. Copies of the citations listed on the PTO-1449 form are 
filed in US Application No. 09/902,086, filed on July 1 1, 2001, Gereg, Jr., G. W. (Attorney 
Docket No. 9/1 9 lUS). 

^ 1.97(b). This Statement is being filed: i) within three (3) months of the filing 

date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 33 C.F.R. 
§1.53 (d); ii) within three (3) months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an international application; iii) before the mailing of a first Office action 
on the merits; or iv) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination imder 37 C.F.R. §1.1 14. 

n 1 .97(c). This Statement is being filed after the time period specified in 37 

C.F.R. § 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of: i) a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113, ii) a 
notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.31 1, or iii) an action that otherwise closes prosecution 
in the application. This Statement is being accompanied by: 

□ A statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) [see below]; or 
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□ 



The fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 



i I The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the 
$180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 
02-2955. 



I I 1.97(d). This Statement is being filed after the period specified in 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(c) but on or before payment of the issue fee. This Statement is accompanied by a 
statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) [see below] and the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.17(p). 



□ 1.97(e). 

I I Each item of information contained in the instant information disclosure 
statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of 
the instant information disclosure statement; or 

I I No item of information contained in the instant information disclosure 
statement was cited in a conmiunication from a foreign patent office in a coimterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this certification after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the instant 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c) more than three (3) months prior to the filing of the instant information 
disclosure statement. 

□ The fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17(p). 

[U The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the 
$180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 
02-2955. 



I I 1.704(d). Each item of information contained in the accompanying information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication fi*om a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application, which communication was not received by any individual designated 
in section 1.56(c) more than thirty (30) days prior to the filing of the accompanying 
information disclosure statement. 
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^ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 and any patent application processing fees under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17, or credit any overpayment of same, to Deposit Account No. 02-2955. 

REMARKS 

The cited references can be located in the parent application filed on July 1 1 , 2001 and 
accorded serial number 09,902,086. 

Triplicate copies of this form are enclosed. 



Certificate of Mailing Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 CFR 1.10 in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 
On Janu^ 12,2004.. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Anthony P. Bottino 
Reg. No. 41,629 



Dated 




Anthony P. Bottino 
Registration No. 4 1 ,629 
Attorney for Applicants 

BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM CORPORATION 

Patent Department 

900 Ridgebury Road/P.O. Box 368 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 

Telephone: (203) 791-6764 

Facsimile: (203) 798-4408 



Patent Department 

Boehringer Ingelheim Corp. 

900 Ridgebury Road, P.O. Box 368 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 

Tel: (203)791-6764 

Date: January 12, 2004 
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PTO/SB«)8a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent artd Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF CX5MMERCE 
Unrif^r thP Pan PfwnrV Rf>duntinn Art nf 1<»?S nn npr^nns ari> rpniiimri tn rP^nnnd to a collection of information unless It nontains a valid OMB control number 



r 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Uso as many shBets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



Rrst Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



To Be Assigned 



01/12/2004 



George W. Gereg, Jr. 



1732 



Stephen J. Lechert. Jr 



V Sheet I 



1 



Attomey Docket Number 9/1 9 1 - 1 -D 1 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


NumDer-Kind code ' 






^^^'4 880 373 


11/14/1989 


Balog. S. et ai 








us-3 255,279 


06/07/1 966 


Smith, M. J. 








us- 5,035.845 


07/30/1991 


Gasiorek, S. 








US-4J21.289 


1 0/1 978 


Stiel, D. M. 








5.160.680 


11/1992 


Serpelloni, et ai 








US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUIVIENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T« 








DE 197 28 767 CI 


01/07/1999 


Speen, R. 










EP 0 213 470 AI 


03/11/1987 


Siemens Aktlen. 










DE 715247 


12/17/1941 


Brunne, A. 



































Examiner 
Signature 



Considered 



•^yAMlNfeR: Initial reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 6 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mari< here if English language 

Translation is attached. ^ ^ ^ .._.._ .*,•,/ ^ k *u« 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retam a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this fonm and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademart< Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the fomi, call l-BOO-PTO-B 199 and select option 2. 



PTO/SBA38b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 06/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark OTice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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Substitute for fomi 1 449B/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



To Be Assigned 



Fitir^ Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Complete If Known 



01/12/2004 



George W. Gereg. Jr. 



1732 



Stephen J. Lechert. Jr. 



Sheet 



of 



Attomey Docket Number 9/191-1-D1 



NGN PATENT UTERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No.^ 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 



Abstract: JP 59050999; Kansai Coke & Chem. Co. Ltd.; 03/24/1984 



Abstract: JP 61184440; l\4itsubishi Heavy Ind. Ltd.; 08/18/1986 



Abstract: JP 09157702; Honda IVlotorCo.; 06/17/1997 





Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation numtier (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomi to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, shoukJ be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1460. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call UBOO-PTO-B 199 and select option 2 



